PROBABLE ORIGIN OF THE WORSHIP          :5!
as a working hypothesis. And there can be no doubt
that the ceremonial observed in these sacrifices gives
very substantial support to the theory, that the
original idea of sacrince was not that of a gift to the deity
but communion with a supernatural power. And. if
that is true, then we tnay see, even in these primitive
rites, a foreshadowing of far higher forms of religious
belief and practice. The mysterious efficacy attributed
to the sprinking of the blood might almost be regarded
as an unconscious prophecy of the Christian doctrine uf
the Atonement, while the whole ritual of the sacrifices,
even in its crudest and most revolting forms, bears
witness to that instinctive craving: after communion
with God, which finds its highest expression and satis-
faction in the sacramental system of the Christian
Church.